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WELCOME TO SUMMER!

Merton Court Prep - a very ‘independent’ Independent School.
Have you noticed across the UK independent sector, quiet changes are taking
place? Labour government policy on VAT & Charitable Status has created
new financial pressures that have led numerous schools to merge, to
restructure or to join larger equity-based and charitable educational groups.
It has sadly also led to school closures. Continued on page 2...
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These changes raise important questions for parents.
So, what are the advantages of a ‘stand-alone’ prep
school?

Well, a key strength of our school is that it is truly
independent; in its governance, its ethos and its
agility in decision-making.

Add to this, strong flexibility in shaping our
curriculum, inspirational enrichment opportunities
and robust pastoral systems, along with the ability
to adapt and innovate to enhance learning opportu-
nities that are specifically tailored to each group,
each class and each yeargroup.

Our biggest ‘plus’ though must be our ‘pacey’
academic programme, our unique balance of
outdoor learning, sport and creativity, all on our
beautiful 17-acre site, with the children at the
centre of everything.

In this newly evolving educational landscape,
consistent leadership, clear vision and strong
governance remains vital to our school’s success.
With the benefit of continuity, strong values, time-
honoured traditions and a clear ethos, we are able to
focus on school development rather than structural,
and organisational change, which larger groups of
schools often focus on.

parents, pupils and staff means we have a highly
engaged community. We are not closely tied to a
particular Senior School or group of schools that can
result in a predefined route for pupils. We offer a
wide choice of 11+ possibilities to all children,
finding the right secondary destinations through our
long-standing relationship with a broad range of
leading Independent, Grammar and Maintained
schools, giving our children a variety of possible
destinations, dependent on their aptitudes, ambitions
and strengths.

Merton Court has a prized educational philosophy,
built over decades. We stand out by being ‘stand-
alone’.

Never forget, as past pupils and alumni frequently
tell us, the ‘Prep” in Merton Court Prep, really does

Our clear identity and close relationships with ~ mean ‘Preparation’ for life...

TO INSPIRE A PASSION FOR LEARNING, THROUGH EXCELLENT TEACHING AND OUTSTANDI
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IMPROVEMENTS IN SCHOOL

i O

— —

New Art/DT Room and SEND Room

We are currently refurbishing existing accommoda-
tion in School to create a new Art Craft & Design
Room. It has been decorated and had new flooring.
We are now waiting for the new cupboards and
island to be fitted in the next few weeks. New
upstairs children’s toilets are also being designed
and fitted over half term. Our existing Art Room will
then become a SEND/More Able space, when every-
thing is completed by September.

b 151 Report
Well done and thank
. you to everyone; pupils,
staff and parents, for
what  has  been
i described by a current
school’s inspector as a
‘glowing’ ISl inspection
report. These regular
inspections take place
every three years and
we should be justly
proud of the effort
and hard work that
went into such a

Financial Literacy

Why Financial Literacy Matters for Primary
School Children

In today's fast-moving and increasingly digital world,
helping children understand money from an early
age is more important than ever. Financial literacy is
not just about coins and notes — it's about building
the skills and confidence children need to make
sensible choices, both now and in the future. At
primary school age, children are beginning to
develop habits that can last a lifetime. Introducing
simple financial concepts such as saving, spending
wisely, and recognising the difference between
needs and wants can have a lasting impact. Whether
it’s deciding how to spend pocket money or saving
up for a toy, these small, everyday decisions help
children understand the value of money in a mean-
ingful way. In school, we need to support this learning
through practical activities such as role play, class-
room “shops,” and discussions around real-life
scenarios. At home, families need to reinforce these
lessons by involving children in simple financial
conversations—such as budgeting for a shopping
trip, explaining how important saving is and
handling real money (and foreign currencies) in
practical ‘hands-on” ways. By working together, we
will give children strong financial foundations for
the future.

PASTORAL & SAFEGUARDING
A TOOLED UP

We would like to remind parents of our fantastic
platform ‘Tooled Up Education’, a very useful
resource, to turn evidence-based research into
impactful real-life tools to help children thrive.
We would encourage you to access this at home to
benefit from all that is on offer, along with Dr Kathy
Weston’s Wednesday Wisdom. It really is a great
help for parenting solutions. Log in and password
details are available from the School Office. For
information on how to become registered please

successful inspection.  contact the School Office for our unique School PIN.

NG PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT e CREATING A UNIQUE FAMILY ETHOS, IN AN ATMOSPHERE
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After School Clubs On Merton & Modern
Field

Please be aware that after school clubs such as
Ahtletics, Cricket & Rounders take place until
4.35pm on Merton & Modern field. Parents and
children are asked to avoid using these fields, after
school, when clubs are in progress — for their own
safety and to ensure clubs are not interrupted.
We would also remind parents that children not
attending after-school clubs are their responsibility
and should be in their sight at all times, bearing in
mind that the Rectory Lane Car Park and roadway
are busy and in constant use.

Medication/Medical & Pastoral Forms

Please remember that medication of any type must
not be sent into school with your child. If your child
is prescribed medication by a doctor or pharmacist
you will need to complete an Administration of
Prescription Medication Form which can be provided
from the School Office or found on our Parents
section of the website. We cannot administer any
unnamed medication.

Please also remember to keep us updated of any
changes to your child’s personal details. This includes
updated parent contact details, emergency contact
details and mostly importantly if your child has any
new dietary or medical requirements that we need to
be made aware of. A Health & Pastoral Care Plan
Form can again be obtained from the School Office.

Auto-Allergy Injector Pens (AAIPs),

Allergies and Medical Emergencies

Allergy measures are to become a legal requirement
in all educational settings in the next academic year.
The government is introducing legislative measures
to make allergy policies a legal requirement for all
schools. Schools will be required to have an allergy
safety policy and hold spare auto-injector pens. The
government is consulting on updated guidance of
medical conditions in schools including require-
ments on allergies and this will take effect in

and includes a question on whether the broader
medical guidance (including on allergies) should
be statutory for independent schools. By bringing
forward legislative measures, the government has
determined an approach on allergies, but the status
of broader medical guidance is still subject to
consultation.

At Merton Court this attitude towards allergies is
longstanding and well-understood. We have
striven to remain a nut-free school and over time
all our staff have been trained in the use of AAIPs.
We have a supply of six auto-injector pens available
stationed around the school site. As part of our
PSE/RHE curriculum, the children are also taught
how to recognise the symptoms of anaphylaxis in
others & how to summon help. First Aid training
qualifications are widespread amongst our staff and
we teach First Aid and Water Safety Recovery to our
Year 6's as part of their ‘Challenge’ programme.
We also have a de-fibrillator in our pool changing
area for emergencies.

Healthy Fating

Healthy eating is essential if we want to grow and
be strong. Our energy comes from a balanced diet
including lots of fruit and vegetables and drinking
plenty of water (most of us don’t drink enough!).
At School we provide a balanced nutritious meal, all
cooked on the premises and sourced from local

suppliers, ensuring our products are all fresh. We ask
all parents to send in a healthy snack for break-time
(no sweets or chocolate), please remember your

WA September. The guidance is statutory for state schools  children, especially the juniors, eat lunch very early,

OF WARMTH, TRUST AND FRIENDLINESS WITH THE HIGHEST QUALITY OF PASTORAL C
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so a piece of fruit and a drink of water will easily
sustain them until lunch time, ensuring they are
hungry at lunch. Remember we are a nut-free school
and that includes Nutella products and hummus.
The afternoon sessions here are very active and the
children need ‘fuel’ to enable them to participate in
PE, Games and outdoor activities.

Treats are also just as important occasionally; every-
thing in moderation.

Our delicious menus change every term and following
suggestions at our last School Council meeting, our
catering team listened and this week created a
Biscoff cake for pudding. What a roaring success that
was! They asked, we did and wow what a happy
bunch of children (and staff too!) Well done Miss
Cathy and her team.

Social Media/Mobile Phones

We are now waiting for further action from the
Government following the House of Lords decision
to limit under-16 access to social media. More and
more of our children are having access to the internet
and social media sites. Some of these sites and
games can play an incredibly influential part in their
young lives. We all love the internet and when used
properly it can support learning (as in our use of
Atom and for researching items for homework).
However, in school we continue to see and have
to deal with inappropriate comments shared on
WhatsApp groups at home, games that without
warning, turn into bullying online and regular use
of sites by children that are clearly age-inappropriate,
including over-18 sites. These events are all
happening outside of school yet are influencing and
sometimes interrupting school life. Some children
are exposed to far too much screen time. For Primary-
aged children, parental supervision is essential with
your own phone mirroring what they are accessing.
So please ensure your children are only accessing
age-appropriate material and not being left alone
with a device with no supervision, especially in their
bedrooms, at night. Leave the mobile or device in a
basket at the bottom of the stairs...Under five’s
really should have very limited and supervised

® PROMOTING TRADITIONAL VALUES IN A SAFE, EXCITING AND STIMULATING

screen time. We are always here for any parents/carers
wishing to seek further advice please do not hesitate
to contact Mrs Macdonald or any member of the
Pastoral Team.

Al/Academic Honesty

Merton Court recognises that the Al educational
landscape is evolving rapidly and wishes to address
the ethical use of Artificial Intelligence. School has
therefore introduced an Academic Honesty Policy
for all pupils in $2-S4. Its aim is to create a fair and
supportive environment while fostering a culture
of academic honesty within our school community.
We want to ensure that children understand the
importance of completing their work with integrity;
learning the value of personal responsibility; and
respecting the ideas and efforts of others. Parents of
pupils in $2-S4 have already received the document.
If you wish to have a copy of our policy, please
contact our School Office.

Dogs

Meet our adorable school dogs — Buddy, Bonnie &
Dug! Bonnie & Buddy are now eight years old and
have been attending Merton Court since they were
12 weeks old. They are brother and sister and get on
with each other very well. Dug is five and Mr & Mrs
Price’s dog and is a frequent visitor. Children come
and see the dogs if they are feeling anxious about
something or just want a furry cuddle. The dogs also
visit classes so that the children get to know them.
They are extremely well behaved and have never
had a detention!! Please contact our School Office
for our ‘Dogs in School” Policy.
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Bees

We have lots of lovely honey from last season, how-
ever due to the terrible weather, we lost our last bee
colony this Spring. We were able to buy in a new
queen and drones in early May. We will now grow
on the ‘Nuc’ we've received, that will hopefully
become a full hive by this Summer. How exciting!
Watch this space.....

Merton Court ‘Tiny Tots & Toddlers Club’

We warmly welcome parents and prospective
parents to experience our vibrant Early Years setting
first hand. These relaxed, fun-filled sessions let
families explore what makes Merton Court such a
special place for children to learn, thrive and grow.
These sessions are held on Friday mornings during
our Summer Term 2026, between 9.00 and
10.00am, commencing on Friday 1 May up to and
including Friday 19 June. (Please note there will be
no session on Friday 29 May due to half term).
Prospective parents are invited to bring younger
children (adult accompanied) to our “Tiny Tots &
Toddlers” for a real taste of Merton Court. These

sessions will be held in the Early Years (EY) indoor
and outdoor areas and entry is via the EY gate.
A variety of activities are on offer for the children,
from painting, playdough and messy play to trikes,
bikes and sandpit play. This is a wonderful opportu-
nity for your child to become familiar with the EY
environment and for you to meet and chat with other
prospective parents who are about to join school. £5
per session including refreshments. Early Years
and Admissions Team staff are on hand to answer
questions and to arrange
personal tours of school.
Please see our website for
more details or scan our
QR code. We look forward
to welcoming you for tea/
coffee and a chat.

VAT

Mr and Mrs Price met Kemi Badenock whilst she
was visiting Bexley Village. The big question... will
the Conservatives take VAT off school fees? Kemi
says yes... well we shall see...

ot SIS

ENVIRONMENT e GIVING EACH INDIVIDUAL CHILD THE BEST POSSIBLE START IN THEIR LI
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Past Events Spring 2026 |

SPRING TERM SPORTING SUCCESS 2026!

» CROSS-COUNTRY

On 25th February, fifteen children represented
Merton Court at the ISA London South Regional
Cross-Country Championships at Radnor House.
In the U9 boys race Harrison gained a silver medal.
Anushree, Maksim and Harrison went on to represent
ISA London South in the ISA National Cross-Country
Championships at Himley Hall and Park, Dudley,
West Midlands.

On 4th March we hosted our annual Inter-Schools
Cross-Country fixture with ten other schools.

Harrison received an U9 gold medal and Maksim an
U11 silver medal.

The S4 boys finished second with silver medals
awarded to Maksim, Harry, Max and Phoenix.

On Monday 9th March St. Dunstan’s organised
Cross-Country Relays for Year 3 and Year 4 with
six other schools.

Our S2 girls gained silver medals (Autumn, Elsie,
Kady and Halle) and S2 boys finished 3rd with
bronze medals (Ariyan, Nathan, Harrison and Max).

» FOOTBALL

In a fantastic hard-fought final in the Bexley Schools
Football Association Minor Cup, Merton Court
delivered an outstanding performance to defeat
Longlands 6-2 and retain the trophy in style.

From start to finish, Merton Court played with
confidence, energy, and excellent teamwork, show-
casing their quality across the pitch. Longlands School
battled hard and contributed to an entertaining
match, but Merton Court’s attacking strength proved
decisive. It was a superb team effort, with every
player contributing to an impressive victory and a
well-deserved cup triumph. Well done boys!

Team: Elliot, Harry, Freddie, Max, Rafferty, Phoenix,
Samuel, Oscar, Isaac and Oliver as seen here,
celebrating.

PREPARING OUR CHILDREN TO TAKE THEIR PLACE AS GLOBAL CITIZENS e PROVIDING
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» SWIMMING

Six children travelled to Margate on Sunday 22nd
March to represent Merton Court in the Kent Schools
Swimming Association Gala. Our Teams came away
with a gold (Medley relay) and Silver (Freestyle relay)
medal, putting them through to the next round in
Guildford.

SPRING TERM MUSIC SUCCESS 2026!

» BROMLEY MUSIC FESTIVAL

Well done to both our Junior and Senior Choirs for
their beautiful singing in the Bromley Music Festival
last term. Our Junior Choir won the category and our
Senior Choir were runners-up in theirs.

Congratulations to Shiyi (S1) who
was awarded 1st place in the
individual (Year 3 and below)
category at Bromley Festival.

HHA

INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS
ASSOCIATION

» INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION
YOUNG MUSICIAN OF
THE YEAR COMPETITION

Huge congratulations to Aoife

& Oscar (S4) who both

performed individual pieces

at the ISA Young Musician of

Year. Aoife won first prize at

the National Final and Oscar

was runner-up. An amazing achievement!

» BEXLEY FESTIVAL OF MUSIC
Well done also to Isabelle, Oliver & Aoife who took
part in the Bexley Festival of Music at Fairfield Halls.

» MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS

We are also extremely proud that Aoife has gained
offers of music scholarship from three schools this
year. We always support and encourage children in
their applications for scholarships, both for Year 7
entry and also for Chorister scholarships such as the
Wakeham Scholarship for Year 5 boys at St Olave’s
and St Saviour’s Grammar School, achieving regular
success with this.

EXCELLENT PROVISION OF EXTENSIVE ACTIVITIES AND WIDE RANGING OPPORTUNITIES
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» MUSIC CLUBS & LESSONS

This term we have even more music clubs running.
Orchestra now has violins, cellos, clarinets, flutes
and oboe. Children are invited to join as soon as
they can play and read six to seven notes and are
keen to take part. No exams are necessary and playing
in orchestra will improve confidence, develop sight-
reading skills and is lots of fun playing with and
making new friends. We also have Guitar Club,
Ukulele Club and Music Technology/Composition
Club. Music lessons are available on piano, violin,
cello, clarinet, flute, guitar, drums and voice and 100
children in school have music lessons in school
(over one-third of children in J2 and up).

» BREAKTIME HOCKEY 6-A-SIDE

A great competition as ever... 3rd place were the
Ligma Lambs and 2nd place went to the Galloping
Gazelles. The winners were the Electric Eels. Their
Captain was Harry and vice-captain was Elise. Their
team was Reeal, Samar, Luna, Harrison, Kady, Alfie
and Ruhaani.

We had three joint top goalscorers this term with 14
goals each. Well played Maksim, Prehaan & Samar.

D $4 VS STAFF ‘FUN’ NETBALL MATCH

A big thank you to everyone who took part in our
annual S4 Girls & Boys v Staff ‘Fun’ Netball match at

the end of last term. It was as always great fun, with
both teams fiercely fighting for the win. MC staff
walked away with the win, however were then
disqualified due to bad behaviour from two staff
members! Name names please, Umpire...

» S2 SPORTS BADGES

Cross-Country: Max, Elsie
Football: Kady, Harrison
Hockey: Aadhya, Alex
Netball: Halle, Laila
Swimming: Ella, Ariyan

Well done to our ‘Most Improved Swimmer’ last
term this was awarded to Taran. Our ‘Most Improved
Hockey Player” was Phoenix. Oscar won Hockey
Player of the Season and the ‘Passmore’ Hockey
Shield was awarded to Anushree.

» HOUSE EVENT WINNERS

Science: Modern Football: Merton
Hockey:  School Swimming: Modern
Netball: Merton Merit Shield: Merton

» HEADMASTER’S AWARD WINNERS: J3C & S2

» SCIENCE WEEK

Last term, the theme ‘The Science of Sound’ gave us
an opportunity to combine science with music and
computer technology creating some wonderful, yet
unexplored areas in the field of primary science.
The links between science and music are enormously
diverse. Endless opportunities exist to explore
mutual themes ranging from the physics of sound
and acoustics and the psychological effects of music
to the use of music in medicine and the associations

TO INSPIRE A PASSION FOR LEARNING, THROUGH EXCELLENT TEACHING AND OUTSTANDI
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to complete creative projects. The KS2 children
applied it successfully to design their own sound-
tracks or to create their own piece of music. During
Computing lessons, they also had the opportunity to
make their own video games and share it at our
school assembly.

Apart from our traditional events of House Science
Quiz, Spelling Bee and Orienteering during Science
Week, the children from EY to S4 also participated in
a science workshop. The younger year groups
worked on ‘Graphic Scores/Sound Drawing’,
whereas the Seniors explored the ‘Science of
Sound’. Through interactive experiments and
engaging demonstrations, the children could enrich
their learning journey by conducting scientific
experiments on how sound was made (vibration,
frequency, amplitude/volume), how it travelled
(different mediums, longitudinal/pressure waves),
and where it may end up (reflection, absorption,
hearing, noise pollution). There was a range of
equipment for the children to interact with including
a Theremin, large model ear, tuning forks, a tele-
graph key (Morse Code), Chladni plates (making
patterns in sand using vibration), and who can forget
the real fruit and vegetables that could trigger

R ' '
2 Sound Workshop

musical sounds and more? It was a wonderfully
exciting, thoroughly enjoyable term. To finish the
week, we have a special fundraising day, to raise
money for our chosen charity last term ‘Soccer Aid’,
which we are pleased to announce we raised
£525.00 for.

between mathematics and music. To bring it up to
our modern age, we tapped into the digital world
and explored how to make music not just by using
instruments, but electronically, too. We learnt about
how technology plays a vital role in composing,
performing, and recording music.

Charanga, which is a comprehensive online platform
we use in our school to support teaching and
learning music, has proven an immensely useful tool

NG PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT e CREATING A UNIQUE FAMILY ETHOS, IN AN ATMOSPHERE
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Past Events Spring 2026 |
> SPELLING BEE WINNERS » ‘PEOPLE THAT HELP US’ - EY VISITS

Congratulations to our Science Spelling Bee winners
winners last term:

J2 - Ava S1 - Henry S3 - Sheen
J3 — Reece S2 — Owen S4 — Anushree

» ISA COMPETITIONS

Congraulations to Dylan (J2) & Isabelle (S1) who
were highly commended in the ISA Comic Strip
Competition for their creative piece entries in “Animal
Picnic”. Well done also to Paris & Oliver (S3) who
received a certificate for participating in this year’s

ISA STEAM Competition.

» VALENTINE’S BREAKFAST by L london-fire.gov.uk 4
S4 hosted a lovely Valentine’s Breakfast to raise funds ; P N
for their upcoming trip to Spain. Thank you to every- g 4

one who attended and enjoyed the wonderful songs
and dances performed by each yeargroup.

—

As part of our ‘People Who Help Us’ topic, we were
lucky enough to welcome Kelly from The Wright
Eyewear Company to talk to us about her job as an
Optician. Kelly explained the importance of looking
after our eyes and getting regular eye tests. We also
got to try on some funky glasses!

Thank you also to Sidcup Fire Brigade for a wonderful
visit. The firefighters showed us the inside and outside
of the fire engine and demonstrated how to spray
water from the hose. The children had a fantastic
time and learned so much.

OF WARMTH, TRUST AND FRIENDLINESS WITH THE HIGHEST QUALITY OF PASTORAL C
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» /3 WORKSHOPS
Florence Nightingale Workshop

J3 enjoyed a hands-on Florence Nightingale work-
shop that brought her enduring legacy in nursing
history to life. The children stepped back in time by
dressing up in old-fashioned costumes like Florence
Nightingale’s team and modern-day scrubs like the
ones nurses wear today. They even role-played as
nurses and soldiers in a hospital setting, sparking
their curiosity about the past.

On Monday 9th March, J3 took part in an inspiring
‘Weather Around the World” workshop. Through
imaginative movement, sound and role-play, all
children became weather reporters, travelled
through global climate zones, and brought extreme
weather to life. The session really challenged and
stretched their creativity - an exciting, energetic way

J3 also enjoyed an exciting morning of team-building
activities on Monday 27th April. In the glorious
sunshine, the children worked together to solve a
variety of tasks, including building a tower using
wooden blocks on uneven ground, crossing from
one safe area to another without touching the grass
and making a sculpture out of plastic hoops.

The children had to collaborate, solve problems and
draw on their resilience when the tasks did not
immediately go to plan. The children had an enjoy-
able morning and they are looking forward to a
follow-up workshop in S1.

» S4 BIKEABILITY 2026

S4 took part in Bikeability, learning to control their
bikes in different situations in order to prepare them
for riding to school in Year 7. They were all taken
out onto quiet roads in our local area where they
experienced real-life road conditions. All children

to deepen their Geography learning. became more confident as the week went on and,

ARE o

PROMOTING TRADITIONAL VALUES IN A SAFE, EXCITING AND STIMULATING
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Past Events Spring 2026

more importantly, they all achieved their Level 2
certificates and received badges for their efforts.

» UK MATHS TRUST INTERMEDIATE

MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE
On Wednesday 28th January, ten S4 pupils took part
in the UK Maths Trust Intermediate Mathematical
Challenge. This challenging 60-minute, 25-question
multiple-choice challenge was designed to encourage
mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and
fluency. The problems on the Intermediate Maths
Challenge were accessible but challenging, promot-
ing careful thinking and problem-solving. We are
delighted to say that Merton Court received the
following awards:

o three participation awards

e one bronze award

o four silver awards

e two gold awards
On Wednesday 11th February eight children from
S4 took part in the Primary Maths Challenge Bonus
Round. Congratulations to Anushree, Aarav, Aoife,
Elise, Luka, Oscar, Samuel and Sophie for qualifying.

D S4 BRING AND BUY SALE

Thank you to everyone who donated and contributed
to making this such a successful fundraising event
for S4 (Year 6)'s forthcoming trip to Spain this
summer. We raised just over £1,000.

» EY & J1 VISIT TO SIDCUP CINEMA

Early Years & J1 visited The Castle Cinema to see
Dr Seuss’s ‘Horton Hears a Who!". The children were
all very well-behaved and made a lovely impression
on the local community in their red uniforms!

» GROVES PUBLIC SPEAKING AWARD

During half-term, S4 children chose a topic and
created a presentation of their choice. Staff then
listened to all entries and judged who should go
through to the finals. Well done to all $4 but partic-
ularly to the six finalists who presented their speech
to the judges, and S3 - these ranged from Ocean
Pollution, Are we Alone? and The Dancing Plague.
Special congratulations to Anushree who was runner-
up with her speech on The Princes in the Tower and
Eamonn who won with his speech on How Planes Fly.

ENVIRONMENT e GIVING EACH INDIVIDUAL CHILD THE BEST POSSIBLE START IN THEIR LI
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D EASTER BONNET PARADE AND EASTER VISITOR
Our annual FOMC Easter
Bonnet competition was a
huge success at the end of
the Spring Term with the
children some
beautiful Easter Bonnets
for the Parade. Well done
to all entrants, for their
T egg-cellent efforts! We also
had a surprise visit from the Easter Bunny! All very
egg-citing...(that's enough egg puns!).

making

» MERTON COURT FAMILY SKI TRIP 2026

For this year’s Merton Court Ski Trip 62 of us
travelled to the beautiful Tyrolean village of Pfunds
in Austria, to find it covered in snow! We stayed at
the wonderful PostHotel for the week, and we skied
for 2 days in Austria, then enjoyed great skiing and
food across the border in ltaly, before finishing the
week with two days of blue-sky skiing In Switzerland.
Evening events included a quiz, big prize bingo, a
live music night, Easter egg hunt, swimming in the
hotel’s lovely indoor pool, a games night and a town
trail. It was another great trip and next year we will
be returning to the same place to do it all over again!
If you are interested in joining us, contact Mr Brady
d.brady@mertoncourtprep.co.uk for more details.

» IRISH DANCING ASSEMBLY

It was fantastic to see our past pupils returning again,
as they have for the last 12 years, along with Irish
Dancing Club, to entertain the whole school with
beautiful dancing for our St Patrick’s assembly.

» FESTIVAL OF DANCE

Festival of Dance was a wonderful celebration of
talent, effort, and creativity. On the first day, pupils
performed individual and duet/trios and small group
routines, each bringing their own unique style and
expression to the stage. It was inspiring to see their
confidence and dedication shine through every
movement. The second day featured class perform-
ances, where classes came together to showcase

FE STORY ® DEVELOPING CHILDREN WITH CLEAR OPINIONS AND A ‘GO FOR IT” ATTITUDE
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coordinated routines. These performances highlighted
not only their hard work but also their teamwork and
enthusiasm.

Across both days, it was clear that all the children

tried their very best. Their energy, smiles, and passion
truly captured the joy of dance, making the festival
a memorable and uplifting experience for everyone
involved.

» EXTRA-CURRICULAR SUCCESSES

Huge congratulations to Lucy (S2) who has just
commenced her role as Amanda in the West End
show, Matilda. When asked what her favourite part
of this amazing experience was, she said, being
flung by her pigtails by Miss Trunchbull and the
scariest part was opening night! We wish her every
success!

Well done to Toby (S4), who was selected for, and is
currently part of, the British Baseball Federation
Emerging Players Programme.

PREPARING OUR CHILDREN TO TAKE THEIR PLACE AS GLOBAL CITIZENS o

Well done also to Aarav (S4) for recent chess
success. He participated in the English Youth
Championships in Nottingham, which also served
as the selection tournament for the World Cadets
and European Youth teams. Aarav performed excep-
tionally well, scoring 4 out of 5, and as a result, he
has been selected by the English Chess Federation
to represent England in an international tournament
later this year. He also gained an impressive 82 FIDE
rating points from the event.

PROVIDING
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EXCELLENT PROVISION OF EXTENSIVE ACTIVITIES AND WIDE RANGING OPPORTUNITIES



MERTON COURT news e MERTON COURT news e

School Events Summer 2026

New Responsibilities in School
Summer Term 2026

Athletics Captains: Max, Sofia

Cricket Captains:  Kirat, Rahul
Rounders Captains: Serah-Joseph, Oscar

52 (Year 4) Hilltop Residential Trip

- Friday 24 - Saturday 25 April

$2 had a fantastic couple of days away on our
annual residential at Hilltop Activity Centre, near
Sheringham in Norfolk. They enjoyed activities such
as archery, zip wire, team games, caving, crate
stacking and the hugely popular super swing. S2 also
went on a coastal hike to Sheringham beach and
enjoyed a delicious ice-cream - a treat from Mr Price.
The children took on many challenges using their
communication, collaboration and problem-solving
skills as well as developing their independence and
confidence by having a night away from home. They
were a real pleasure to take away and we all had a
fantastic time together.

TO INSPIRE A PASSION FOR LEARNING, THROUGH EXCELLENT TEACHING AND OUTSTANDI
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coaching from Sevenoaks Suns. To complete this
exciting week, we will have a special 'We Are The
World' Dressing-Up Day where we are asking
children to come dressed in any national costume
that reflects their heritage, making a £2 donation to
this term's charity, 'Make A Wish Foundation'.

We ‘kicked off” our Sports Week and Sports-themed
assemblies with an inspirational talk by our very
own Mr Mullin (2 Teacher) who represented
England 46 times as a paralympic player, scoring
30 goals.

Maths Week - Tuesday 5 - Friday 8 May

Following on from our Sports Week, we will turn our
attention to Maths Week, starting with the Spelling
Bee on Tuesday, followed by House Maths on
Wednesday (for J2, 3, S1, 52, S3 and S4). Along with
sports and games challenges we also have mathe-
matical challenges awaiting the children. Our annual
Rubik’s Cube Competition final will be held on Friday
26 May. The Senior weekly ATOM challenge, new for
this year, will also run for all Senior classes. This
challenge will consist of 10 questions and will be
available on everyone’s ATOM log each Monday, to
be completed by Friday, every week for the rest of the
term. All questions will be adaptive, making it
accessible for all. To finish Maths Week, we will be
holding our annual Maths Hat Day on Friday 8 May.
We look forward to seeing all the children’s creations.

Sports Week

- Monday 27 April - Friday 1 May

As part of our Sports & Maths term we have a
dedicated week full of sporting activities and guests
from the sporting world. Games lessons will see all
children and staff involved in a range of new and
novel sporting activities.

S1-S2 will also be receiving some guest baseball
coaching from Greenwich Giants and $3-54 will get
the chance to have a go at basketball with expert

NG PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT e CREATING A UNIQUE FAMILY ETHOS, IN AN ATMOSPHERE




MERTON COURT news e MERTON COURT news e

School Events Summer 2026

52 Information Evening
- Wednesday 20 May (6.30pm)

A useful opportunity for S2 Parents to discuss their
child’s move into Year 5 and Year 6 and also to talk
about Secondary School admissions procedures with
Mr Price and our teaching team.

J3 to S1 Transition Talk
- Wednesday 3 June (6.30pm)

J3 Parents are cordially invited to come into School
to talk about transition from KS1 to KS2 and to meet
their children’s new form teachers for the coming
academic year.

54 Challenge Weeks

- (Week 1) Monday 1 June - Friday 5 June

- (Week 2) Tuesday 16 June - Friday 19 June
One of our most popular and exciting events in
Year 6 is our Leadership and Challenge Weeks.
S4 will be undertaking a range of different challenges
which include; our ‘Dragons’ Den’ Business/Charity
Challenge; an IT Challenge; a Rifle/Pistol Shooting
Challenge; Catering Challenge; Water Safety and
First Aid Challenge. The two weeks will culminate
with the thrilling ‘I’'m A Yr6 — Get Me Out of Here!’

$4 Residential Trip to Spain

- Monday 8 June - Saturday 13 June

5S4 children and staff are very much looking forward
to their residential trip to Spain. It is a unique expe-
rience and ideal preparation for Secondary School.
The children will take part in flamenco dancing,
sports activities and local excursions, including
The Dali Museum, ‘El Parque Acuatico’ (Water-
world) and Sagrada Familia Cathedral. As usual, this
promises to be a truly memorable fun-packed week
for S4 and staff.

EY - J1 Transition Talk
- Wednesday 17 June (9am)

This will be a transition coffee morning where
m Mrs Langton and members of the J1 teaching team

will talk about successful transition into J1 and
answer any questions you may have. There will also
be an opportunity to visit our J1 classroom to see
how much fun is being had!

J1/)2MS/J3C/S1A Parents’ Evenings
- Monday 15 June

EY/J2M/J3H/STM Parents’ Evenings
- Tuesday 16 June

$2 Parents’ Evening
- Tuesday 16 June & Wednesday 17 June

$3 Parents’ Evening
- Tuesday 23 June & Wednesday 24 June

Sports Day - Juniors — Thursday 25 June
(EY/]1 @ 9.15am & J2/)3 @ 11am)

Sports Day - Seniors - Friday 26 June

(51/52 @ 9.15am & $3/54 @ 1.30pm)

Please note that this is a compulsory event for all
children. Children should be dressed appropriately
for this event in their white PE kit, including a school
baseball cap and white trainers. Parents are welcome
to come and cheer their children on. Sports Day
events will take place in yeargroups on Merton and
Modern fields. Both of these days are normal school
days, and therefore children should stay in school
following the event. However, should you wish to
take your child home after Sports Day please inform
their Form Teacher and the School Office prior to
the date.

Senior Production

- Thursday 2 July (7pm) & Friday 3 July

(2pm & 7pm)

At the end the summer term, our S4 children will be
presenting a fantastic performance of “Grimm -
Once Upon a Musical” inspired by the classic
tales of the Brothers Grimm. This lively production
promises plenty of entertainment. With singing
contributions from our Senior school and a wonder-

OF WARMTH, TRUST AND FRIENDLINESS WITH THE HIGHEST QUALITY OF PASTORAL C
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fully humorous script — it is sure to be an event filled
with laughter and enjoyment for all!

‘Moving Up’ Day - Tuesday 7 July
This will be an opportunity in the last week of
term for all children to meet their new teacher in

preparation for the forthcoming academic year
2026-2027.

Breaktime Netball S1- 54

- Monday and Friday

Breaktime Football J3 and S1

- Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
Children will be involved in all leagues. Each team
will have a unique alliterative name such as ‘Blazing
Birds’ or ‘Creepy Cookies’. Teamwork, communica-
tion, support for each other and ball skills will be
key. The best four teams in each league will take part
in the play-offs and finals at the end of this term.

Summer Prizegiving
- Wednesday 8 July
(Juniors 2pm) & (Senior 7pm)
We will be hosting our prizegivings outdoors, on our
large sound stage on Merton field.

FOMC ‘We Are The World’ Prom On The Pitch
— Thursday 9 July (6pm - 9pm)

We have a ‘World Music’ theme this year with a live
band and D] for everyone to enjoy and bouncy
inflatables all evening for the children. Tickets will
go on sale via your ParentMail app after half-term.

Summer Playscheme 2026

- Monday 13 July - Friday 7 August

Our Playscheme Team will provide an exciting variety
of themed activities over the summer holidays.
Booking information will be sent out after May half-
term. Please remember to book early to avoid
disappointment as places are limited.

Coffee Mornings

We look forward to welcoming parents/carers to

® PROMOTING TRADITIONAL VALUES

coffee mornings this term to watch children’s
assembly presentations.

J1 Friday 8 May $1 Friday 19 June

)2 Friday 22 May $2 Friday 15 May

J3 Friday 12 June $3 Friday 1 May

Prospective Parents’ Open Day

- Wednesday 20 May (9.15am - 2pm)

We warmly welcome new families to come and visit
Merton Court during our next Open Day. Please
contact the Admissions Team to make a personal
appointment to see our School in action.

Early Years New Parents’ Induction

- Tuesday 7 July (9am)

This is an opportunity for parents of children joining
Early Years in September 2025 to come and meet
with Mrs Langton and the Early Years team.

Sincere thanks to FOMC for a great
Comedy Night as well as the May Ball.
These two events were enjoyed by every-
one who attended.

SOME FURTHER DATES
FOR FOMC EVENTS THIS YEAR
Prom on the Pitch - Thursday 9 July
Bonfire Night - Friday 6 November
Christmas Bazaar - Friday 27 November

IN A SAFE, EXCITING AND STIMULATING
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Great to bump into Ed Wallis (OM
1996-2006) in Leadenhall Market.
Ed and his brother both have children
and live locally.

Also lovely to hear from Georgia
Farey (OM 1987- 1996) who emailed
Mr Price after finding an old produc-
tion poster in a drawer from when
she attended Merton Court and
congratulations to Fran Doyle (OM
2009-2014) who recently graduated
from the University of Greenwich and
now practises as a Registered Midwife.
She too had some lovely memories to
share of her time at Merton Court.

Our congratulations also to George
Hammerton (OM 2014-2016), lovely
to hear of his engagement to girlfriend
Summer-Rose, in romantic Rome!

And fantastic to see Lily (OM 2004-
2012) & Sunny Lark (OM 2008-2016)
again and hear of their successes.

Well done Riky Bains (OM 1996-
2004) who was very proud to launch
his charitable expedition company and
Brad St Ledger (OM 1995-2004) has
returned from the USA to live in Sidcup.
Great to hear how he and his brother
Ryan (OM 1996-2005) are.

It really is great receiving updates from past pupils (and staff).
Please do contact us if you have news to share.

Please contact the School Office on 020 8300 2112 or
office@mertoncourtprep.co.uk

Old Mertonians news ¢ Old Mertonians news

ENVIRONMENT e GIVING EACH INDIVIDUAL CHILD THE BEST POSSIBLE START IN THEIR LI
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FE STORY ® DEVELOPING CHILDREN WITH CLEAR OPINIONS AND A ‘GO FOR IT” ATTITUDE
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Future Autumn Term Forward Dates for Your Diary:

Staff Meeting & INSET

— Wednesday 2 September

Autumn Term Begins — Thursday 3 September
New Parents Induction Meeting

—Thursday 3 September (9am)

Club Registration — Friday 4 September

S3 Residential Trip to France & Belgium

— Wednesday 9 - Friday 11 September
School Photos (Individual & Sibling)

— Monday 14 September

FOMC AGM

- Wednesday 16 September (7pm)
Prospective Parents’ Open Morning

— Saturday 19 September (9am - 12 noon)
English Week

—Monday 21 September — Friday 25 September
Harvest Festival Service at St John’s Church
— Friday 2 October (9am)

Festival of Speech & Drama
— Thursday 8 October (Individual) &
Friday 9 October (Form Performances)

October Half Term
— 17 October — 1 November (inclusive)

Remembrance Service
— Friday 6 November

FOMC Bonfire Night — Friday 6 November

Swimming Championships
— Friday 13 November & Friday 20 November

FOMC Christmas Bazaar
— Friday 27 November

Junior Production
—Thursday 3 & Friday 4 December

Christmas Lunch — Wednesday 9 December

Christmas Jumper Day/House Chess & Santa
Fun-Run - Friday 11 December

Christmas Pantos — Monday 14 December

Carol Service at St John’s Church
—Tuesday 15 December (6pm)

Autumn Prizegiving — Wednesday 16 December
Juniors 9.15am & Seniors 11am

End of Term
—Wednesday 16 December at 12 noon

Please do remember to check our up-to-date website www.mertoncourtprep.co.uk for any
dates and future events throughout 2026 and beyond, but also our new web-based calendar
application designed by us to share school events with you via a web interface or calendar
subscription (ICS), ParentCal. This is now live for you to browse events via the link, and you
can also download this to your phone's calendar.

If you wish to access some great photos of last term’s and this term’s events, visit the secure
‘Parents’ section. Please email office@mertoncourtprep.co.uk or telephone the school office if

you require the password.

School Policies
Our statutory policies and a list of all our policies are on our school website — should you require a
copy of any of these, please contact the school office.

CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AGED 3-11




